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What Is the Latin Urban Experience?
e Definition

 The influence of Latin culture on surrounding urban forms and functions
within the US.

“Inject the Latino experience into the urban planning process.”

“Cultural understanding expressed through the built environment.”

“Transformation of car-centric spaces into lively, walkable sites”

“We want to give a better experience to people outside their cars.”

- James Rojas, Latino Los Angeles urban planner



My Latin Urban Experience

e HOome

 Beyond the language, this cultural expression can be felt in the forms
of music, food, and the presence of locally owned businesses.

e | associate this phenomenom with Bergenline Avenue.



Bergenline Avenue?

e What

e A 4.4 mile commercial road lined with storefronts

e Where

* Intersects the municipalities of:
° North Bergen
° Guttenberg
° West New York
° Union City
e Borders:
° Fairview

° Jersey City



Bergenline Avenue?

e Who

 As of the U.S 2020 Census, 40% of
Hudson County is Hispanic.

 Put in Perspective

« Jersey City - 19,835 per sqg. mile.

 New York City - 29,303 per sg. mile.

« Miami - 12,285 per sg. mile.

e San Francisco - 18,629 per sg. mile.

North Bergen -

Land area: 5.57 miz ~ ~—
Population: 63,361

Density per sg. mile: 12,336

~

West New York - —
Land area: 1.32 mi2
Population: 52,291
Density per sq. mile: 52,231

—
—_—

~ Guttenberg
Land area: 0.24 mi?
Population: 12,017
Density per sqg. mile: 62,264

= Union City

Land area: 1.29 mi?
Population: 68,589

Density per sg. mile: 52,293

These municipalities are amongst the most densely populated in the nation.



Regional History

1600

Northern New Jersey area.

1600s

Chief Lapowinsa and the Lenni-Lenape
tribe were the original inhabitants of the

()
-/

1658

Peter Stuyvesant purchases land of
New Netherland.

1661

The first permenant New Jersey
settlement, the fortified village
of Bergen.

1609

Henry Hudson sails the
Hudson River and discovers
the Lenape.

1812

1840

Hudson County was created by the New
Jersey State Legislature.

1843

Hudson County was split to be made up of Old
Bergen (modern-day Jersey City) and North Bergen.

1859

The municipality of Guttenberg split from North
Bergen.

1861

The municipality of West Hoboken and Union
Hill split from North Bergen.

1870- 1950

North Hudson’s embroidery
industry provided over 90% of
embroidered goods in the nation.

The Jersey City Ferry, the first steam-
powered boat, crosses the Hudson

River waterfront into Manhattan.

1625 - 1776 ~\

1800s - 1880

1880 - 1920

1898

The municipality of West New York split from
North Bergen.

1925

The municipalities of West Hoboken and
Union Hill merge to form Union City.

Spring Street is renamed to Bergenline Avenue.

1880 - 1949

Streetcar rails run along the dirt road
of Spring Street until displaced by
the emergence of cars

1920 - 1950

— 2000

2022

The 10-story apartment complex becomes the
tallest building on Bergenline Avenue.

Bergenline Avenue’s Light Rail Station is
constructed with elevator access to the
160’ underground platform.

1950 - 1980

1980 - Modern Day

Lenni-Lenape

Dutch - English
Colonial Era

Western Europeans

()
-/

Eastern Europeans

Puerto Rican

Cuban

Central &
South American



Today’s Transportation

e Bus

 Bus Stops are in abundance and provide travel with
ease.

* Reliable and highly accessible.

 Key Destinations & Travel Times

e Journal Square - 37 minutes

e Secaucus Junction - 1 hour 11 minutes
 Newport Mall - 55 minutes

 Hoboken Terminal - 45 minutes

e Port Authority - 23 minutes

 Newark Airport - 1 hour 11 minutes



Today’s Transportation

e Rall & Ferry

 Bergenline Avenue is well connected to the
metropolitan area.

 Key Destinations & Travel Times

e Journal Square - 38 minutes

e Secaucus Junction - 44 minutes
 Newport Mall - 14 minutes
 Hoboken Terminal - 20 minutes
e Port Authority - 26 minutes

 Newark Airport - 1 hour 12 minutes



Bergenline Avenue’s Regional Connection

Legend

@ NJTransit Bus

NJTransit Train
@ NJTransit Light Rail

@ PATH Rail

@ Ferry Routes

— Hudson County - NYC Bus Routes




-NORTH BERGEN 90TH ST.

Today’s Bergenline Avenue

e Pedestrian Infrastructure

o Accessible space funnels downtown.

e Obstructions

Min: 3’

- UNION CITY 37TH ST.



Annual Hispanic Parades



Today’s Bergenline Avenue

e Storefront Observations

» Storefronts were labelled and categorized based on
commercial use and mixed-use.

e Given the narrowing sidewalk conditions within the
municipalities of West New York and Union City
these storefronts were prioritized.



West New York Storefronts

. Medical Institutions . Restaurants Financial Institutions Lifestyle . Retail Stores I:' Abandoned / For Sale Contractual Agencies . Church . Governmental Institutions Learning Services . Apartments



West New York Mixed-Use

. Medical Institutions . Restaurants Financial Institutions Lifestyle . Retail Stores I:' Abandoned / For Sale Contractual Agencies . Church . Governmental Institutions Learning Services . Apartments



Union City Storefronts

. Medical Institutions . Restaurants Financial Institutions Lifestyle . Retail Stores I:' Abandoned / For Sale Contractual Agencies . Church . Governmental Institutions Learning Services . Apartments



Union City Mixed-Use

. Medical Institutions . Restaurants Financial Institutions Lifestyle . Retail Stores I:' Abandoned / For Sale Contractual Agencies . Church . Governmental Institutions Learning Services . Apartments



Today’s Bergenline Avenue

 Physical Characteristics



Today’s Bergenline Avenue

 Physical Characteristics
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Planning for the Future

 Union City’s Need for Action:

e Close proximity to the Bergenline Avenue Light Rail Station.
 Heavy Foot Traffic
 Narrow Sidewalks with no on-site trees and benches.

e Congested feeling due to parking and abundance of
vehicles.

« A wide variety of flat buildings of varying heights, with their
rooftops providing no communal purpose.



Solution: A skyward expansion making Bergenline Avenue rooftops

accessible to all.
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Selecting a Site

Bergenline Avenue’s 40th St. Intersection



Building Heights



Obstacles of Rooftops



Case Studies for Rooftop Expansions

Highline, New York City Rotterdam Rooftop Walk, Netherlands Skywalking Stockholm, Sweden



Form Inspiration

An ode to Union City’s Embroidery
History as the Embroidery Capital
of the World



Form



Painted Pavers

2 x 2’ Wood Deck Tiles

Artificial Turf

Plant Tray - Modular Green Roof System

TileTech Paver Systems



Programming



Circulation




ADA Accessibility
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Entrance 2: Bergenline Views







Entrance 3: Staircase Jungle Gym
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