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This!second!year!landscape!architecture!graduate!design!studio,!conducted!at!Rutgers!University!in!the!fall!of!2019,!examines!
green!burial!pracIces.!Impetus!for!the!studio!came!from!a!law!passed!in!Washington!State!on!May!21,!2020,!which!allows!for!
natural!organic!reducIon!or!“the!contained!conversion!of!human!remains!to!soil”!as!an!alternaIve!to!tradiIonal!burials!and!
cremaIon.!Proponents!of!the!bill!claim!organic!reducIon!is!an!environmentally!friendly!alternaIve!to!normaIve!pracIces!that!
provides!a!greater!range!of!choice!in!how!people!choose!to!dispose!of!their!remains.!In!this!process,!the!body!is!covered!with!
natural!materials,!like!straw,!alfalfa,!and!wood!chips.!Over!the!course!of!three!to!seven!weeks,!microbial!acIvity!breaks!it!down!
into!approximately!two!wheel+barrels!of!soil.!The!family!then!determines!how!they!use!the!soil,!whether!it!is!to!plant!a!tree,!
nurture!a!meadow,!or!spread!it!in!a!specific!place!important!in!the!life!of!the!deceased,!just!as!they!might!for!cremated!ashes.!!
!!
New!Jersey!is!a!densely!populated,!mulIcultural!state,!represented!by!numerous!religions!and!burial!pracIces,!and!thus!an!
intriguing!venue!to!explore!the!future!of!burial!pracIces!in!the!21st!century.!Accordingly,!the!studio!explored!burial!pracIces!in!
different!cultures,!countries,!and!religions;!the!historical!change!in!burial!pracIces!over!Ime!including!new!high+tech!
alternaIves;!and!the!transport!and!preparaIon!of!the!body!following!death.!Students!subsequently!used!this!informaIon!to!
create!a!proposal!for!a!green!cemetery,!or!body!decomposiIon!facility.!The!proposals!honor!both!life!and!death,!and!criIcally!
examine!how!this!done!in!the!United!States!and!throughout!the!world.!!
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